
 

 

 
 
 

MANATEE COUNTY  
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

 

Minutes – April 20, 2015 
 
Members who were Present:  Chairman Vanessa Baugh, Vice-Chairman Vernon DeSear, David Teitelbaum, Jean 
Peelen, Barbara Rodocker, Jack Rynerson, Mayor Wayne Poston, Vernon DeSear, Dale Sconyers, and Ed Chiles 
 
Members of Press were also in attendance. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 9:00AM at the Manatee County Administration Building, 1112 Manatee Avenue 
West, Bradenton, Florida 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Invocation by Chairman Vanessa Baugh 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by David Teitelbaum, seconded by Jack Rynerson, to approve the February 23, 
2015 TDC Minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Public Comment 
Caryn Hodge, Chair of Food & Wine on Pine, gave brief description of the Food & Wine on Pine event 

and invited all to attend the event, which will be held on May 2, 2015.  

 

Marketing Update 

Debbie Meihls, Bradenton Area CVB, gave update on marketing efforts including domestic and 

international; co-ops with various airlines that fly into SRQ; CVB’s participation at International Tourism 

Bourse in Germany; and invited all to attend several upcoming CVB events including the National 

Tourism Week luncheon. 

 

Jack Rynerson gave brief update on the Newark flights into SRQ. 

 

Skyway Film Festival - Update 

Erik Lunseth, Producer of the Skyway Film Festival, gave update on the Festival which is taking place 

June 12 – 14, 2015 at the Manatee Performing Arts Center.  The public is invited to the Festival which is 

showing over 50 films and will include educational panels as well.   
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Discussion took place regarding advertising and promoting the Skyway Film Festival; CVB’s sponsorship 

of the Festival; Skyway Film Festival not competing with but complementing the Sarasota Film Festival.  

 

South Florida Museum – Request for Funding 

Elliott Falcione gave brief background on South Florida Museum’s request for funding in the amount of 

$200,000 per year for 5 years for renovations/expansion of the Museum.  The Museum will match the 

tourism dollars, much like what we did with Manatee Performing Arts Center.  The CVB is requesting the 

Museum contract with a third party to review overall branding at South Fla. Museum.  This is a one-time 

ask from the Museum for the entire build-out of the Museum.   

 

A motion was made by Wayne Poston, seconded by Dale Sconyers to recommend to the County 

Commissioners approval of expenditures for renovations/expansion of the South Florida Museum in 

the amount of up to $200,000 per year for 5 years with a 50/50 match from the Museum.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Falcione stated the CVB is ready to help the museum should they need it in seeking grants and other 

sources of funding for further phases of construction. 

  

Brynne Anne Besio, South Florida Museum Director, thanked TDC for the sponsorship; invited TDC 

members to visit the museum and see “Tour of the Universe. 

 

Beach Renourishment and Beach Maintenance – Request for Funding 

Elliott Falcione requested two (2) internal account changes in regards to Beach Renourishment & Beach 

Maintenance funding:   

 

1) Beach Renourishment Funding:  currently, $575,000 of the “beach penny” is allocated for beach 

maintenance initiatives and the remaining funds are reserved for beach renourishment.  With 

beach renourishment costs increasing, Falcione recommends annually shifting $575,000, which 

is currently allocated for beach maintenance, to another funding source (other eligible pennies 

within the 5 cents currently levied) in order to increase funding for future beach maintenance 

projects.  Freeing these monies will now allow the entire “beach penny” to be used solely for 

beach renourishment (not beach maintenance).  The re-allocated maintenance funds will free 

non-resort tax county funds to pay for additional lifeguards to extend the hours the lifeguards 

man the beach until 7pm instead of 4pm. 

 

A motion was made by Ed Chiles, seconded by David Teitelbaum, to recommend to the County 

Commissioners approval of shifting $575,000 from the “beach penny” to another funding 

source (other eligible pennies within the 5 cents currently levied in order to increase funding 

for future beach renourishment projects.   
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Discussion took place regarding the need for the beaches to be protected and budgeting for 

beach renourishment and maintenance in the future. 

 

There being no further discussion the Motion carried unanimously.  

 

2) County-owned Beach Park maintenance Initiatives:  due to the increase in visitors to our area 

beaches, additional beach maintenance is needed to handle our peak holidays during the 

summer season.  Falcione recommends expending $175,000 annually for county-owned beach 

park facilities maintenance initiatives.   

 

A Motion was made by Jean Peelen, seconded by Dale Sconyers, to recommend to the County 

Commissioners approval of expenditures in the amount of $175,000 per year for County-

owned Beach Park maintenance Initiatives during peak holidays.     

 

Discussion took place regarding the TDC/CVB being responsive to the needs of the islands 

including parking issues, lifeguards, removal of excess garbage, sponsoring events, etc. 

 

There being no further discussion, the Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Falcione:  CVB and County Administrator meet with the island mayors at least twice per year to 

discuss the island challenges and initiatives. 

  

City of Anna Maria Island Pier – Request for Funding Structural Study 

Elliott Falcione requested recommendation regarding structural study for Anna Maria Island Pier project.  

Pier needs to be renovated; however, it needs a structural study to assess the condition of the pier and 

determine what repairs and maintenance may be required.  Cost of structural study is $60,000 and City 

of Anna Maria will reimburse County 50% of those fees ($30,000). 

  

A Motion was made by Dale Sconyers, seconded by Bradenton Mayor Wayne Poston to recommend 

to the County Commissioners approval of expenditures in the amount of $60,000 for structural study 

on the Anna Maria Island Pier, with City of Anna Maria Island reimbursing County for 50% of fees 

($30,000).  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
State of Tourism - Update 

Walter Klages, Ph.D., Research Data Services, presented First Qtr. visitors profile study including 

Occupancy, ADR, state of the economy, etc.  According to occupancy figures, the demand for hotel 

rooms is outpacing the supply.   
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Discussion took place regarding the need for hotel rooms; the weather in the north having an impact on 

the figures; European travel, value of US dollar; large homes being built on Anna Maria Island; upcoming 

focus groups, Pittsburgh Pirates fans and workers retiring to our area.  

 

Public Comment 

Johnette Isham, Realize Bradenton, thanked TDC for supporting the urban core, which helps attract 

more residents, visitors, and businesses to downtown Bradenton and surrounding mainland areas.  

 
New/Old Business 

1. Sable Perrin, CVB Facilities Manager, introduced Alex Ho, a USF student and intern at the CVB 

offices (Convention Center) for the past 6 months.  Alex gave presentation to TDC members on 

her experience at the Convention Center and spoke about the differences between her native  

land (Taiwan) and Florida.  Members thanked Alex for her work at the CVB office and were 

amazed to see how she has grown in her position and were happy to hear her interest and 

passion in returning to Florida to live and work one day soon.  
2. Elliott Falcione:  gave update on 2015 Bradenton Riverwalk Regatta; and the CVB is working with 

the area Arts & Culture industry on developing an overarching Arts & Culture organization for 

our area. 

3.  Vernon DeSear:  excited to be working with the Arts & Culture organizations; encouraged 

everyone to find a niche during the Regatta.   

4. David Teitelbaum:  recently held a great event at Anna Maria Island Community Center and is 

proud to be a Board Member of that Center. 

5. Bradenton Mayor Wayne Poston:   expressed his pleasure to be a TDC member and is proud of 

the many opportunities we sponsor. 

6. Jack Rynerson:  brief update on the renovations going on at Sarasota Bradenton Int’l. Airport 

(SRQ). 

7. Ed Chiles:  the need to take advantage of opportunity of building two new bridges to the island 

to take the place of the 2 obsolete bridges; need to look at intermodal lanes, bridges must be as 

efficient as possible, traffic congestion; the need for water taxis and other forms of 

transportation.  Discussion took place regarding other modes of transportation; federal dollars 

being available for water taxi service.  

8. Elliott Falcione announced Barbara Rodocker has relinquished her seat on the TDC after 23 years 

of service to the community; Falcione thanked Rodocker for her years as a mentor and leader.  

Rodocker stated it was a privilege to serve on the TDC. 

  

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 10:40am. 

 

Approved in Open Session:  June 8, 2015 


